
 

  

Newsletter September 2017 
Words to Inspire 

"After attaining knowledge, you will regard that very wife as the manifestation of the Divine Mother Herself.  It is 
written in the Chandi, ‘The Goddess dwells in all beings as the Mother.’  It is She who has become your mother.  

All the women you see are only She, the Divine Mother."                                    ----Sri Ramakrishna                                 

 

Today, shortly before noon, Shibu Dada (Sri 

Ramakrishna’s nephew) arrived from Dakshineswar.  He 

gave Mahapurushji some prasada and vermilion that had 

been offered to Mother Kali.  In the afternoon, after his 

rest, Shibu Dada came to see Mahapurushji again.  

Mahapurushji asked him to sit down and said:  ‘Yesterday, 

I was thinking a great deal about you.  While thinking 

about Dakshineswar I was reminded of you.  You perform 

the Mother’s worship with so much devotion; that is why 

you were especially in my thoughts.’ 

Shibu Dada:  ‘That’s it.  It is you who attracted me here.  

You have drawn me here.’  

Mahapurushji:  ‘Dada, you certainly do the worship of the 

Mother with great devotion.  Without devotion and faith, 

worship is meaningless.  It is faith and devotion that make 

the earthen image living and conscious.  Don’t you see 

that it was the Master’s devotion that awakened the 

Mother at Dakshineswar?  Temples with images of 

Mother Kali installed in them are plentiful; but is the 

Mother’s presence vividly felt in all those temples?  If 

you, too, perform the Mother’s worship with great 

devotion, She will remain awake there.  You belong to the 

same family in which Sri Ramakrishna was born; you 

cannot be slighted!  In your veins flows the blood of Sri 

Ramakrishna.  The Mother is specially gracious to you.  

Mother Kali at Dakshineswar is very much awake.  There 

is a special presence of the Mother there.’ 

Shibu Dada:  ‘Through your blessings and the grace of the 

Mother I understand that a little.  When I first started 

performing the worship I was somewhat afraid, because I  

 

 

 

knew very little about worship. I didn’t know the details 

of worship-what followed what.  But as I would sit for 

worship, after praying to the Mother I would distinctly 

hear a voice saying: “Do this after that.  Now perform the 

worship of the divine Manifestation of the Mother.”  In 

this way someone would tell me everything.  I would hear 

the voice so distinctly that I would look around to see 

where the voice came from and who it was that spoke.’ 

Mahapurushji:  ‘That’s it!  You won’t find anywhere 

another image more awake than that of the Mother Kali at 

Dakshineswar.  The Master, by his devotion, made the 

Mother come to life.  You have seen the drama of the 

Master’s life, Dada.  Whenever you perform the worship, 

try to feel the Mother is living.’ 

Shibu Dada:  ‘I have had ample proof of that.  When I 

started worship as a boy, I used to tell Mother before I 

would go to sleep every night:  “Mother, I am going to 

bed and shall fall asleep very soon.  Who knows if I shall 

wake up early in the morning?  Please wake me up in time 

for the worship at dawn”.  Invariably, the Mother would 

wake me up every morning by giving me a push and 

saying: “Get up:  It is time for the worship at dawn.”  How 

many more things the Mother has revealed to me!’ 

 

After a long conversation like this Shibu Dada saluted 

Mahapurushji and left for Dakshineswar.  After he had 

left, Mahapurushji remarked:  ‘Ah, how guileless Shibu 

Dada is!  The Mother is very gracious to him.  She reveals 

Herself in a guileless heart.’ 

 
From the book ‘For Seekers of God - Spiritual talks of 

Mahapurush Swami Shivananda’           Pg: 91-92

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vedanta Society of Toronto 
(Ramakrishna Mission) 

120 Emmett Ave. Toronto, ON  M6M 2E6  CANADA   
Tel:     Tel.: 416-240-7262; Email: toronto@rkmm.org;    Website: www.vedantatoronto.ca 

 

AN APPEAL FOR DONATION  
Vedanta Society appeals to the devotees and well-wishers to kindly 
come forward and donate generously, so that we can pay-off all loans 
and build up funds to secure ourselves for our regular operations. The 
financial details and loan requirements are provided on page 3. 

*** 

mailto:toronto@rkmm.org
http://www.vedantatoronto.ca/


 

  

Devotion of Swami Ramakrishnananda   
(Excerpted from reminiscences of Swami Ramakrishnananda by C. Ramaswami Iyengar)  

 

Referring to Swami Ramakrishnananda, it will be 

remembered that Swami Vivekananda had said to his 

admirers in Madras, "I shall send you one, who is more 

orthodox than the most orthodox men of the South and 

who is at the same time unique and unsurpassed in 

knowledge and devotion."  

Once Swami Ramakrishnananda was in Ernakulum, 

accommodated in the house of a prominent lawyer Mr. 

Duraiswami Aiyar. The Swami asked the lawyer, "I 

have heard that Swami Vivekananda had stayed at your 

house during his Parivrajaka days. This has become a 

thirtham, a holy place. I want to see first the exact place 

or room where he stayed." Mr. Duraiswami replied, 

"He was seated on the very spot where we stand now." 

Immediately Swami Ramakrishnananda rolled on the 

floor and kissed the ground, for him the very dust of 

the place where his leader had trodden was sacred. In 

Madras and in other places too, wherever he heard that 

Swami Vivekananda had halted, he bowed down at the 

sight of those places. 

The Swami's life was one of continued austerity and 

privations. He never spoke to any one of his 

difficulties. At times, he would speak out his mind, 

standing before the picture of Sri Ramakrishna which 

he worshipped. One evening a few devotees came to 

the Madras math to meet the Swami and they 

understood that he was in the Shrine. Presently they 

heard him calling out in loud and angry tone, "You 

have brought me here, old man, and left me helpless. 

Are you testing my powers of patience and endurance? 

I will not go and beg hereafter for my sake or even for 

yours. If anything comes unasked, I will offer to you 

and share the Prasadam. Or, I will bring sea sand for 

offering to you and I shall live upon that." The devotees 

did not quite understand with whom the Swami was 

quarrelling. Such was the intensity with which he felt 

the abiding presence of his Guru and God. 

Another incident that indicates the Swami's love for Sri 

Ramakrishna. The first building of the Madras math 

had cracked in several places, and during the rains 

water would come down through the fissures in the 

ceiling. At such time, he would go into the Shrine to 

make sure that no water entered there. One night it 

began to drip inside the Shrine too, right on Sri 

Ramakrishna's picture. Swami Ramakrishnananda 

stood there holding an umbrella till the night wore out 

and the rain stopped. Anyone else would have removed 

the picture to a safer place and gone to sleep. But to 

Swami Ramakrishnananda it appeared that if he did so, 

he would be awakening his Master from his rest at an 

untimely hour, and that would be wrong. His spirit of 

devotion was contagious and several men who saw him 

even for a short while caught it, though he accepted 

none as his disciples. A friend, who is an orthodox 

Vaishnavite, told me that after his meeting with Swami 

Ramakrishnananda, whenever he opened the 

Tiruvaimozhi for other saints, there stood before him 

the figure of Swami Ramakrishnananda. The greatness 

of the teacher whom he had seen, helped him to realize 

the greatness of the saints whom he had not seen. 

Swami Ramakrishnanada's devotion to his Guru was 

unique and unparalleled. He reveled and lived in the 

idea that his Guru was not dead. He had with him a 

photo of Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa which he kept 

constantly with him. During the long period when he 

had no Bramhachari to help him in the math work, he 

received invitation from other parts of the Presidency 

for lecturing purposes. He would then carry his 

Master's photo with him. He felt the living presence of 

his Master so strongly that he considered blasphemed if 

he did not offer him food and serve him in sundry other 

ways. One day I happened to stay in the math from 

11am to 2pm and enjoyed his company. I wanted to 

take leave of him, when he said, "Wait, Guru Maharaj 

is taking his tiffin. I shall give you a little Prasad." So 

saying he sat a little while as if he was waiting till his 

Guru had finished taking his tiffin, and then going to 

the puja room, returned from it presently with a few 

fruits and sweets which he put into my hand as Prasad 

with loving grace. He even went to the length of saying 

that the images in temples were not simply dull, dead, 

inert matter, but were living Gods who could be spoken 

to. He was found indeed to talk from a high altitude of 

spirituality which was entirely beyond my 

comprehension; but the conviction somehow that what 

he said could not but be true. His Bhakti was 

unfathomable. 

 

From the book, "Swami Ramakrishnananda-The 

Apostle of Sri Ramakrishna to the South". 
 

 



 

  

THE DURGA PUJA FESTIVAL 
 

The festivities Durga Puja last for ten days, however the main 

ritual is only for the last four days. Each day of Durga Puja 

has a special significance and the preparation for the festivals 

begin months before the festival.  

On the day of the ‘Rath Yatra’ or the Chariot Festival, the 

artisans make the foundation for the Pratima – Durga effigy. 

Part of the clay used in the festival is brought with the 

blessings of Courtesans or sex workers, signifying the all-

encompassing love of the mother. Some people also believe it 

is because, courtesans are believed to be adept at all the arts. 

A special puja is done before the collection of the clay. The 

Pratima is made over the next two months by skilful 

craftsmen who have been doing this work for generations. 

They have mastered the art of making beautiful effigies, 

which in themselves are exquisite pieces of art. 

Mahalaya day, or the first day of Durgotsav, is the day the 

Goddess is invited to come to earth with her children with 

Agomoni. It is the last day of the Pitri Paksha and the day of 

new moon. Historically this day has come to be associated 

with ‘Mahisasur Mardini’, an All India Radio program that 

plays the Chandi Path and Bhakti songs in Bengali in West 

Bengal and in Hindi all over India. 

The ‘Chakkhu Daan’ - literally, the giving of eyes ritual, 

happens on the day of Mahalaya. The eyes of the Devi are 

drawn on this day. This ritual signifies the spirit of the 

Goddess getting instilled in the clay effigy. 

On the sixth day of the moon called Shasthi, Durga is 

welcomed with a ritual called ‘Bodhon’ in which the Pratima 

is unveiled for the public. The next day, Saptami starts with 

the bath of ‘Kola Bou’ – Banana Plantain. The twigs of white 

aparajita plant along with nine bunches of yellow threads are 

used to tie the Nabapatrika and then it is bathed in holy water. 

Nabapatrika or the nine plants of worship depicts nine forms 

of goddess Durga. The banana plant represents Goddess 

Brahmani, the Colacassia plant represents Goddess Kalika, 

the Turmeric plant symbolises Devi Durga, the Jayanti plant 

denotes Kartiki, the Wood apple represents Goddess Shivaa 

(another name for Durga), the Pomegranate represents 

Raktadantika, the Ashoka tree symbolizes Sokrahita, and the 

Arum plant represents Chamunda and the Rice plant Goddess 

Lakshmi. This ritual predates the Durga Puja Celebration as it 

derives from the nature worshipping rituals of the farming 

communities in east India, as this time also coincides with 

harvest time. Ashtami is the most important day of Durga 

Puja. Pushpanjali (offerings of flowers) is offered in the 

morning and Aarati is done by the priest. This is also the day 

of Pran Pratishthan – infusing of life in the murti. In this 

ritual the Pratima is reflected on a wide bowl of water. At the 

time when Navami begins and Ashtami ends, Sandhi Puja is 

performed. It was at this moment Devi Durga transformed 

into Devi Chamunda to kill ‘Chand’ and ‘Mund’, the two 

generals of the demon Mahishasura . A 108 diyas are lit 

during the Sandhi Puja and dhak is played with fervency and 

people dance to the beats. It is customary to perform a 

sacrifice during the Sandhi Puja. Obviously only a symbolic 

animal sacrifice is perform these days with vegetables like 

banana, cucumber or pumpkin. Subhasini Puja, Kanya Puja, 

and Dampati Puja are observed on Mahanavami day in 

Navratri. On this day, the goddess Durga is worshipped in the 

form of Aparajita, and is offered sugarcane stalks. This day 

signifies Durga`s victory over Mahishasur (The Buffalo 

Demon). This the last day of last day of Durga Puja and a 

Navami Bhog is served to the people. Goddess Durga is 

offered food which is later distributed among the devotees. 

The ninth day of Navaratri is also called the Ayudha Puja. 

This is the day we worship our tools and instruments, and 

other objects used in daily life because they help us achieve 

our goals. It is the manifestation of our earthly being. 

Dashami is the day when Goddess Durga and her children set 

off for Kailash, her husband`s abode. Starting with Sindur 

Khela – married women play with vermillion like on Holi, 

and apply it on each other and give sweets to each other. This 

day is also called the Vijaya Dashami, celebrating the victory 

of Durga over the Mahisasur. The clay idol of Durga is 

immersed in the nearby river or water body. After the 

immersion people greet each other with Bijoya greetings, and 

the young seek blessings from the elders. The ten days of 

Durga Puja is not just a religious ritual following, it 

encompasses everybody around without discrimination. The 

community celebrates it signifying its unity, love and passion. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE-BUILDING RENOVATION  

Total Project Cost at Completion :     $1,450,000 

General Contractor    Paid till date   $1,050,000    

      Balance      $   100,000 

Other Payments    Paid till date  $   250,000 

      Balance      $     50,000 

Total         $1,300,000  $   150,000 

 

Balance to complete the project is $150,000, to be paid by end of September, 2017; and interest free loan balance of 

$170,000, of which $94,000 is returnable in 2018.   



 

  

 

Srimat Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj 
 

Although known simply as the President, he is in fact the President General of the whole Ramakrishna Math 

and Ramakrishna Mission, and is respectfully referred to as President Maharaj by the monks and devotees.  He 

functions chiefly as the spiritual head of the Order. 

 

One of the unique features of Ramakrishna Order, known as Ramakrishna Math, is that it traces its origin and source to 

the Avatar of the present age, Sri Ramakrishna.  As a matter of fact, this monastic order serves as the main channel for 

the dissemination of the Avatar’s shakti and kripa, Power and Grace, for the welfare of humanity.  The flow of Divine 

Power and Grace is maintained by an unbroken lineage of Gurus, the guru-parampara.  It is this unbroken spiritual 

tradition that is behind the succession of the Presidents of Ramakrishna Sangha. 

 

Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj was born at village Andami in the district of Tanjavur, Tamil Nadu, in 1929. 

Even from his student days he was a voracious reader and a deep thinker. 

 

He came in contact with Mumbai branch of the Ramakrishna Order when he was about 20 years old. Inspired by the 

ideals of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda he joined Mumbai Ashrama in 1952 at the age of 22 and thus 

embraced monastic life. Swami Shankaranandaji Maharaj, the seventh President of Ramakrishna Order, gave him 

Mantra Diksha (spiritual initiation) in the same year. He also received from Swami Shankaranandaji Maharaj, 

Brahmacharya vows in 1956, and Sannyasa vows and the name 'Swami Smaranananda' in 1960. 

 

From Mumbai centre, he was transferred to Kolkata branch of Advaita Ashrama, which is well-known for its 

publications, in 1958. He served at both Mayavati and Kolkata centres of the Ashrama for 18 long years. For a few 

years he was the Assistant Editor of Prabuddha Bharata, the English journal of Ramakrishna Order started by Swami 

Vivekananda. He also enthusiastically worked to improve the standard of publications of Advaita Ashrama, which 

received a lot of appreciation. 

 

He was posted to Ramakrishna Mission Saradapitha, an educational complex near Belur Math, as its Secretary in 1976. 

During his long tenure of about 15 years there, educational and rural welfare work of Saradapitha saw tremendous 

development. He, along with his monastic assistants, took up extensive relief operations during the devastating flood in 

West Bengal in 1978. From Saradapitha he was posted to Ramakrishna Math, Chennai, as its Head in December 1991. 

 

He was appointed a Trustee of the Ramakrishna Math and Member of the Governing Body of the Ramakrishna Mission 

in 1983. In April 1995, he joined the Headquarters as an Assistant Secretary, and after about two years, he took charge 

as the General Secretary of the twin organizations. As the General Secretary, he steered the worldwide Ramakrishna 

Movement for ten long years until May 2007 when he was elected a Vice-President of the Order. 

 

As General Secretary and Vice-President, he travelled extensively in India and different parts of the world and visited 

the branches of the Math and Mission and also unaffiliated centres in those places. Through those visits he endeavoured 

to spread the message of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi, Swami Vivekananda and Vedanta among a vast number of 

people. He also gave Mantra Diksha to many spiritual seekers. He has contributed a number of articles to various 

journals of Ramakrishna Order. 

 

Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj was elected the President of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission at the 

meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Math and the Governing Body of the Mission held at Belur Math on 17 July 

2017. He is the 16th President of the Order. 

 

 

*** 

 



 

   



 

  
 



 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

REGULAR PROGRAMMES 
SCRIPTURE CLASS: Friday Scripture Classes begin at 

7:30 pm, following the regular evening prayer at 6:00 pm. 

The class, held at the centre, is open to all interested 

persons. For details, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on 

the next page. 

VIGIL: A vigil consisting of japa and meditation will be 

observed, from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm, for date kindly see 

‘Calendar of Events’, on next page. To participate, please 

call the centre at 416-240-7262. 

RAM NAM: For the date and time of the monthly 

Ramnam, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on the next 

page.  

BOOK STORE: The Book Store has reopened and books 

are available for purchase. 

DAILY BREAD FOOD BANK: Daily Bread Food Bank 

will be started from October 2017. 

INTERVIEWS/INSTRUCTION: 

Swami Kripamayananda will be happy to give Interviews 

to those interested in knowing more about Vedanta and 

meditation. Individual interviews are also given for 

Spiritual instructions. Appointments for interviews should 

be made in advance with the Swami at 416-240-7262. 

DAILY MEDITATION: Meditation is done at the Centre 

every morning from 6:00 am to 7:00 am.  Devotional 

singing and meditation time in the evenings is from 6:00 

pm to 7:30 pm.  

SOUP KITCHEN: Soup Kitchen has now started at the 

Vedanta Society, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on 

the next page for details. 

BUILDING RENOVATION UPDATE 
Building committee includes Shanker Sanyal, Shanti Ghosh, Jitendra Sheshgiri, Vikas Ojha and Abhijit Bhattacharya. 

Advisory board includes Utpal Banerjee and Anupam Talwar.  

Work Completed: Elevator, Roof completed. Building and Fire Inspection completed, waiting for final Permit 

resolution and Occupancy certificate. 

Work Remaining: Main entrance area, Awning, Signage (Work-in-process). We need volunteers to tidy up the place 

and start regular operations. Kindly contact Abhijit Bhattacharya on cell-416 569 9401, to enroll your services during 

weekends.  

IMPORTANT NOTE 
The renovation at Vedanta Society is expected to be completed and Occupancy certificate obtained shortly. Devotees 

are requested to kindly volunteer and participate in cleanup and arranging the furniture, etc. so that normal activities 

can begin at earliest. Kindly call the following numbers for any further information regarding the Society’s activities: 

416-240-7262 or 647-990-1418 or 416-569-9401. Till the Occupancy Certificate is obtained, all devotees and visitors 

are requested to follow all CAUTION signs. Vedanta Society of Toronto is not responsible for any injury caused to 

anybody in the premises. 

Program detail Date & Time 

Annual Seminar with Swami Sarvapriyananda and three other distinguished speakers 

in the panel. Please inform us at <toronto@rkmm.org> or call 647-990-1418 or RSVP 

at <https://goo.gl/forms/VYBd2lTFF7Y7PcOZ2> if you have not yet registered. 

Sept 9, 2017  

9am to 4pm 

Durga Puja – Maha Ashtami Sept 28, 2017  

6.30pm to 9.30pm 

Durga Puja – Maha Navami Sept 29, 2017  

6.30pm to 9.30pm 

Durga Puja – Vijaya Dashami Sept 30, 2017  

12 noon to 3.30pm 

Vivekananda Public Speaking Competition 

(Please see details on page-4) 

Oct 7, 2017 

11am 

Senior's Day Oct 8, 2017 

11am 

Kali Puja Oct 19, 2017 

6.30pm to 9.30pm 

https://goo.gl/forms/VYBd2lTFF7Y7PcOZ2


 

 

  

Vedanta Society of Toronto 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Minister and Teacher - Swami Kripamayananda, Ramakrishna Order of India 

September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1    
 

2 

 

3     
 

4    
 

5  
9.30am 
Soup 
Kitchen 

6    7   
 

8     

 

9   9:00am to 4:00pm 

Annual Seminar 

Topic: "Purpose, 

Structure and Meaning’ 

10   11:00am Lecture: 

‘Wisdom of the 
Upanishads’ by Sw.  

Sarvapriyananda 

11 12 
9.30am 
Soup 

Kitchen 

13   

 

14 
9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 

15   7:30pm 
 

Scripture class: 
‘Vivekachudamani’ 

16   9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 
 

17   11:00am Lecture: 

‘Swami Vivekananda- 
as his brother 
disciples knew him’  

VVM: 1:30pm to 4pm 

5:00pm 

RamNam 

18 19 
9.30am 
Soup 

Kitchen 

20     
 

21 
9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 

22   7:30pm 
 

Scripture class: 
‘Gospel of Sri 
Ramakrishna’ 

23 

6:00am to 6:00pm 

VIGIL 

 

9.30am 
Soup Kitchen 

24    11:00am 
Sunday Service 
Video Lecture 

25 
 

26 
9.30am 
Soup 

Kitchen 

27 28   6:30pm 

MAHA 

ASHTAMI 

PUJA 

29   6:30pm 
MAHA NAVAMI 

PUJA 

30    12:00pm 
VIJAYA DASHAMI 

Maha Ashtami Puja at Belur Math 

 
On Ashtami day after Mahasnan and Shodashopacharapuja, nine small pots with flags of different colours attached are installed and the Nine Shaktis are 
invoked in them and worshipped.  After this sixty-four yoginis are worshipped. Then one crore yoginis are worshipped. This is followed by worship of Nava 
Durga (nine aspects of Durga) and Goddesses Jayanti, Mangala, Kali, Bhadrakali, Kapalani, Durga, Shiva, Kshama, Dhatri, Svaha and Svadha.   

 
Kumari Puja 
Worship of a young girl, treating her as Devi, is also a part of Ashtami Puja. Sri Ramakrishna has said that the Divine Mother manifests herself more in a pure-
hearted girl and that is why Kumari Puja is done.  He used to bow down before little girls looking upon them as manifestations of the Divine Mother.   When 
Durga Puja was done at Belur Math for the first time, Swami Vivekananda worshipped several Kumaris.  Now only one Kumari is worshipped.  The same kinds 
of offerings made to the Devi are given to the Kumari also, and finally Arati is performed.  Even senior monks offer flowers at her feet. 

 
Sandhi Puja 
The last 24 minutes of Ashtami and the first 24 minutes of Navami (a total of 48 minutes between the two lunar days) constitute the Sandhi or ''Sacred 
Juncture''.  It is considered to be a most auspicious time.  At this time Durga is worshipped as Chamunda (that is, Kali who killed the demon Chanda and 
Munda).  This Puja is considered to be the highest point in the whole Durga Puja and the most important ritual. It is customary to perform bali or animal 
sacrifice at this sacred juncture.  When the first Durga Puja was celebrated at Belur Math in 1901, Swami Vivekananda wanted to have bali done.  But Holy 
Mother prohibited it and, in obedience to Holy Mother's injunction, animal sacrifice is never done at Belur Math.  Instead, a banana is ‘sacrificed' as a symbolic 
bali. 

 



 

 

  

 


