
 

  

Newsletter December 2017 
Words to Inspire 

"Jesus was like the dry nut, i.e., His inner soul was separate from His physical shell, and consequently the 
sufferings of the body did not affect him. Therefore He could pray for the forgiveness of His prosecutors 
even when His body was suffering."                                                                                                ----Sri Ramakrishna                                

 

The Conversion 

One morning, when our usual meeting with the 
Swamis at the Agnes Villa broke up, Swami 
Premananda was coming downstairs, and I 
followed him. Finding him alone I said: “Sir, I would 
like to speak to you privately.” He turned towards 
me and said excitedly: “Are you a revolutionary?” 
Completely taken by surprise, I asked him how he 
had come to know of it. The Swami said: “We 
understand all this. This is not the way to serve the 
country. You are following the wrong method.” 
Becoming more and more excited, he continued: 
“This will not do. Come tomorrow and bring some 
of your revolutionary friends. I shall take you to 
Maharaj.” The next morning I went to the Villa with 
two members of our revolutionary society. Swami 
Premananda took us to a small room in which 
there were two beds. Swami Brahmananda was 
seated on one of them. Swami Premananda took 
his seat on the other. The personal attendant of 
Swami Brahmananda was asked to leave the 
room, and the door was bolted from inside. After 
saluting Swami Brahmananda we sat on the floor.  
Swami Premananda introduced us to Swami 
Brahmananda and said to him: “Maharaj, look at 
these young men. They are all fine boys, but 
completely misguided. They have become 
revolutionaries in order to serve India. Please give 
them the right advice.”  
Usually very reserved, Swami Brahmananda asked 
us in an earnest voice to give up the method of 
violence and follow in the footsteps of Swami 
Vivekananda. He said that we must first build our 
character and only then take up the service of the 
country. On account of the presence of quite a few 
misguided people in the revolutionary society, he 
warned us, our efforts were not producing any 
results, and this showed that our characters were 
not yet formed. By way of illustration he said: “If 

gunpowder is damp it will not explode. However 
you may try to ignite it, you will only be wasting 
match sticks. But if the powder is dry, one match 
will be enough to produce the explosion.” He 
emphasized that Swami Vivekananda was a real 
patriot and that we should follow his instructions. 
“But, sir,” I said, “you have not understood Swami 
Vivekananda. We read in his books that he wants 
us to shed our blood for India’s freedom. That is 
what the revolutionaries are doing. You have not 
understood Swami Vivekananda’s teachings.” 
That was too much for Swami Premananda. “You 
idiot!” He exclaimed. “You do not know with whom 
you are talking. We knew Swamiji for over twenty 
years. We ate together, played together, talked 
together, and discussed our plan of work 
together—and we have not understood him! And 
you fools have read a few pages of his books and 
understood him completely!” Then, addressing 
Swami Brahmananda, he said: “Maharaj, did you 
hear that? He said that you did not understand 
Swamiji. Do you think he has the intelligence of a 
horse? Let me see if he can carry me on his back!” 
Suddenly he left his bed and asked me to go down 
on all fours. Sitting on my back, with his feet 
hanging down on both sides, he asked me to take 
him round the room, as if I were a real horse. I did 
as I was asked. After a minute or two he 
dismounted and said to me that everything would 
be all right. Swami Brahmananda looked at the 
whole affair benignly and again advised us first to 
mould our character. We left the room—and that 
was the end of my connection with the 
revolutionary society. 
 
From the book “Memories of a Loving Soul” by Sw 
Prabhavananda Pgs 135-138. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

 
REGULAR PROGRAMMES 

 

SCRIPTURE CLASS: Friday Scripture Classes begin at 

7:30 pm, following the regular evening prayer at 6:00 pm. 

The class, held at the centre, is open to all interested 

persons. For details, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on 

the next page. 

VIGIL: A vigil consisting of japa and meditation will be 

observed, from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm, for date kindly see 

‘Calendar of Events’, on next page. To participate, please 

call the centre at 416-240-7262. 

RAM NAM: For the date and time of the monthly 

Ramnam, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on the next 

page.  

BOOK STORE: The Book Store has reopened and books 

are available for purchase. 

 

 

DAILY BREAD FOOD BANK: Daily Bread Food Bank 

will be started from October 2017. 

INTERVIEWS/INSTRUCTION: 

Swami Kripamayananda will be happy to give Interviews 

to those interested in knowing more about Vedanta and 

meditation. Individual interviews are also given for 

Spiritual instructions. Appointments for interviews should 

be made in advance with the Swami at 416-240-7262. 

DAILY MEDITATION: Meditation is done at the Centre 

every morning from 6:00 am to 7:00 am.  Devotional 

singing and meditation time in the evenings is from 6:00 

pm to 7:30 pm.  

SOUP KITCHEN: Soup Kitchen has now started at the 

Vedanta Society, please see the ‘Calendar of Events’ on 

the next page for details. 
 
 

The Model Prayer 

"And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you 
pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For 
they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things 
you have need of before you ask Him. In this manner, therefore, pray:  
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

 
 

Program detail Date & Time 

Birthday Celebration of Holy Mother Dec 9, 2017 @ 11am 

Christmas Eve Celebration Dec 24, 2017 @ 5.30pm 

Kalpataru day Celebration Jan 1, 2018 @ 12pm 

Birthday Celebration of Swami Vivekananda Jan 14, 2018 @ 11am 

AN APPEAL FOR DONATION  
 
Vedanta Society appeals to the devotees and well-wishers to kindly come forward and 
donate generously, so that we can pay-off all loans and build up funds to secure ourselves 
for our regular operations. Donations are required for ongoing maintenance of Ashram, 
facilities and functions, as well as repayment of interest free loans of $165,000 from our 
members in coming years. For those who wish to donate full or part of the loan amount to 
receive donation tax receipt for 2017 may do so by sending email to the Swami 
<kripamayananda@gmail.com> with cc to Anupam  <talwar.anupam@yahoo.ca>. 
 
 
 
 

*** 
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Swami Vivekananda on Jesus Christ

It is an irrational claim to believe in the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and at the same time to hold that the greater part of his teachings 
have no application at the present time. If you say that the reason 
why the powers do not follow them that believe (as Christ said 
they would) is because you have not faith enough and are not 
pure enough—that will be all right. But to say that they have no 
application at the present time is to be ridiculous. 
Let the churches preach doctrines, theories, philosophies to their 
hearts' content, but when it comes to worship, the real practical 
part of religion, it should be as Jesus says, "When thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret". 
 Religion is not an imitation of Jesus or Mohammed. Even if an 
imitation is good, it is never genuine. Be not an imitation of Jesus, 
but be Jesus, You are quite as great as Jesus, Buddha, or 
anybody else. If we are not ... we must struggle and be. I would 
not be exactly like Jesus. It is unnecessary that I should be born a 
Jew. 
Remember the words of Christ: "Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." 
These words are literally true, not figures or fiction. They were the 
outflow of the heart's blood of one of the greatest sons of God 
who have ever come to this world of ours; words which came as 
the fruit of realisation, from a man who had felt and realised God 
himself; who had spoken with God, lived with God, a hundred 
times more intensely than you or I see this building. 
The great secret of true success, of true happiness, then, is this: 
the man who asks for no return, the perfectly unselfish man, is the 

most successful. It seems to be a paradox: do we not know that 
every man who is unselfish in life gets cheated, gets hurt? 
Apparently, yes. "Christ was unselfish, and yet he was crucified." 
True, but we know that his unselfishness is the reason, the cause 
of a great victory— the crowning of millions upon millions of lives 
with the blessings of true success. 
Jesus Christ was willing to admit every good man to the family of 
God. It is not the man who believes a certain something, but the 
man who does the will of the Father in heaven, who is right. On 
this basis—being right and doing right—the whole world can unite 
Had I lived in Palestine, in the days of Jesus of Nazareth, I would 
have washed his feet, not with my tears, but with my heart's blood! 
I pity the Hindu who does not see the beauty in Jesus Christ's 
character. I pity the Christian who does not reverence the Hindu 
Christ. 
Everything progresses in waves. The march of civilization, the 
progression of worlds, is in waves. All human activities likewise 
progress in waves — art, literature, science, religion. Great waves 
succeed each other, and between these great waves is a quiet, a 
calm, a period of rest, a period of recuperation. All manifest life 
seems to require a period of sleep, of calm, in which to gain added 
strength, renewed vigour, for the next manifestation, or awakening 
to activity. Thus is the march of all progress, of all manifest life — 
in waves, successive waves, [of] activity and repose. Waves 
succeed each other in an endless chain of progression. Such a 
one was Jesus of Nazareth. 

AN APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERING 
 

Building renovation has now been completed successfully and the City permit is closed. Vedanta Society sincerely 
thanks all our members, patrons & devotees for your patience during this long process. In addition we extend our thanks 
to the Building Committee members and Advisors for their kind support during the renovation. 
Vedanta Society is humbly requesting the devotees to come forward and volunteer time towards maintaining and 
managing the facilities.  
 
Services, to be performed weekly once, involve:  

 Janitorial (cleaning carpets, floors, washrooms, Shrine area, Meditation room, dusting furnitures, etc.)  

 Garbage / Recycling waste (preferably on Wednesday or Thursday every week) 

 Kitchen and dining hall cleaning (cleaning the walls, floor, arrange chairs, table, arrange various utensils in 

correct place, replenish stock) 

 Book-store assistance (arranging the books, helping out with stocks, replenish, inventory check) 

 Library assistance (arranging the books, chairs, calling for book return) 

 Lawn mowing, gardening, watering plants (during summer) 

 Soup Kitchen participation (cutting vegetables, preparing salads and soup, delivering soup to the designated 

places) 

 Vedanta Vidya Mandir activities (clean the ashram after the classes are over) 

If interested in volunteering, kindly send email or contact Abhijit Bhattacharya on 416-569-9401, indicating the Services 
that you are interested in and days you can be available for volunteering.  
Thank You again. 



 

 

  

Vedanta Society of Toronto 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Minister and Teacher - Swami Kripamayananda, Ramakrishna Order of India 

December 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 
 

  1    7:30pm 
Scripture class: 

‘Vivekachudamani 

2   9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 
 

3   11:00am Lecture: 

‘Mother- the Ultimate 

Cause’    

 

4 5 
9.30am 
Soup 

Kitchen 

6   

 

7    9.30am 

Soup 
Kitchen 

8   7:30pm 
Scripture class: 

‘Gospel of Sri 
Ramakrishna’ 

9   11:00am 

HOLY 

MOTHER’S 

BIRTHDAY 

10   11:00am Lecture: 

‘From gods to God’ 

 
1:30pm to 4pm 

Vedanta Vidya Mandir 

11 12   
9.30am 

Soup 
Kitchen 

13     
 

14  9.30am 

Soup 
Kitchen 

15  7:30pm 
Scripture class: 

‘Vivekachudamani
’ 

16   9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 
---------------------- 

6am-6pm 

VIGIL 
 

17   11:00am Lecture: 

‘Blessedness & Perfection 

according to  Christ’ 

1:30pm to 4pm 

Vedanta Vidya Mandir 
-------------------------------------- 

5:00pm 

RamNam 

18 
 

19  
9.30am 

Soup 
Kitchen 

20 21  9.30am 

Soup 
Kitchen 

 

22   7:30pm 
Scripture class: 

‘Gospel of Sri 
Ramakrishna’ 

23   9.30am 

Soup Kitchen 
 

24        5:30pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
CELEBRATION 

25 
WINTER 

RECESS 

STARTS 

26    
 

27 

 

28   

 

29 30    9.30am 

    Soup Kitchen 

31 
No Sunday lecture 

      

 

May peace and spiritual blessings be yours in the coming year and always! 

 


